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Bannu, included in the Derajat Mission started in 1862 by Rev. T. V. French, 

consisted of a large fort and walled bazaar, standing in the centre of ten Pathan 

villages. Rev. T. Mayer, the first resident missionary (1873-83), concentrated on Bible 

translation, educational work and bazaar preaching.  

 

The Lahore diocesan medical policy required a line of frontier hospitals to reach local 

tribes and those from across the borders coming to visit Quetta, Bannu, Dera Ismail 

Khan, Tank, and Peshawar. With Dr. Pennell’s arrival in 1893 work started 

immediately with a few in-patients. Ten tribes were represented at the daily 

Dispensary including Dawars from the Toshi valley, Khostwals, Khattaks and 

Marwats from the plain between Bannu and Tank, Kabulis and Wazirs.  By 1896 

there were twenty-eight beds. This medical ministry broke down many barriers and 

promoted the sharing of the gospel. Evangelistic tours took place in the villages 

around, and in the Upper Kurram Valley. Pennell’s personal helper, Jahan Khan, had 

come with his merchant father from Afghanistan on a trading trip. The father became 

ill so the son took him to a mission hospital where the boy heard the Gospel. His 

father died, leaving Jahan Khan a penniless orphan. Pennell employed him. He 

became literate through lessons from a clerk using a Pushtu gospel, and later he 

received help from Pennell. After being baptized, he married a Christian girl of 

Afghan origin. He responded to a call to work in the Mission Hospital in Bahrain. On 



returning, he worked in the Bannu Hospital until Dr. Pennell asked him to open 

medical work at Kharrak in Kohat district.  

 

Dr. Pennell took a keen interest in the school which now like the hospital bears his 

name. It became a high school in 1898. A hostel, enabling boys from tribal territory to 

attend, was built. The Bannu Mission Record Book gives brief profiles of those who 

professed their faith in Christ through these and other ministries. Between 1876 and 

1897 twenty-one converts are noted. Four believed  through bazaar preaching, eight 

through the witness of relatives and friends, and one through the school. The Record 

Book movingly describes the tremendous pressures put on many new believers.  

Despite persecution all but four remained faithful.  

 

Bishop Matthew visiting Bannu in 1895, regretted the lack of an ordained man. He 

confirmed five men and one woman, and baptized two converts. Nineteen received 

communion. In 1898 Pennell invited his old friend, Rev. Ihsan Ullah, to hold a 

mission in Bannu. Afterwards they toured the district. In 1902 Bishop Lefroy opened 

the new hospital built by Dr. Pennell. In 1903 Dr. Pennell was awarded the silver 

Kaiser-i-Hind medal at the Delhi Durbar. He regularly attended Diocesan 

Conferences in Lahore and in 1906 gave a paper on  relations of Indians and 

Europeans. Pennell married an Indian Christian in 1908, Dr. Alice Sorabji, MBBS, 

London. She developed medical work among women for the which the hospital 

became famous. 

 

Dr. Pennell’s death from septicaemia on March 23rd 1912 aged forty-five, was a great 

set-back to the medical work. His widow continued in Bannu for some years. After 



World War 11 Dr. Arthur Iliff became Medical Superintendent. He met Dr. Abdul 

Quddus, the young son of Jahan Khan, in Kharrak, and invited him to work at the 

Pennell Memorial Hospital, and prepared him as his successor. Dr. Quddus served for 

many years as Medical Superintendent until he retired in 1995. The work in Church, 

School and Hospital still continues in Bannu under difficult but challenging 

circumstances.    
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