
Rev. Dr. Frank Safi-Ullah Khair Ullah  

1914 - 97  

Frank Khair Ullah was born in 1914 in Nowshera in the North West Frontier Province of 

what is now Pakistan. Both his parents came from Muslim background - his father was the 

Rev. Qazi Khair Ullah of the Church Missionary Society, an Afghan convert, who with Rev. 

A. E. Day revised the Pushtu of Luke’s Gospel in 1900, republished in 1922. His mother was 

the daughter of Maulvi Hamid Ullah, an Afghan mullah, who helped with a translation of the 

Psalms into Pushtu, his name appearing on the title page. Frank was well-educated and 

spiritually nurtured at the Baring High School, Batala, India. Joining Forman Christian 

College, Lahore, in 1933 he secured an MA in English. During World War II he served as a 

YMCA secretary with the Indian Army in the Middle East. In 1942 he became a lecturer and 

later the head of the English Department in Murray College, Sialkot. In 1954 he gained a PhD 

at Edinburgh University. Professor Shahid I. Sabir, a colleague at Murray College, wrote of 

him, ‘Dr. F. S. Khair Ullah was an all-time popular teacher of poetry and drama. He was a 

gifted orator, notable writer, mild satirist, all-embracing humorist, cartoonist, a great lover of 

music and songs and a very sharp-witted person…His mind was encyclopaedic and well-

furnished.’ 

 

Becoming Principal of Murray College in 1964 he served until the nationalization of the 

College by the Government in 1972. He was known as an outstanding educationalist, scholar 

and teacher. His great integrity and spirituality led to his appointment to many boards and 

committees in Pakistan especially in the fields of education and church work. He read papers 

at  international conferences, notably the Congress on World Evangelization in Lausanne, 

Switzerland in 1974. 

 



After his retirement from college work the Christian Publishing House (Masihi Isha’at 

Khana) in Lahore appointed him as director of their Creative Writing Project. His most 

monumental achievement was Qamus, an Urdu Bible Dictionary with over 5,000 articles, 

many written by him, which has had at least six editions. After retiring from MIK he then 

engaged in writing projects under the auspices of Church Foundation Seminars. His Hebrew-

Urdu primer was published in 1992. In his latter years his long cherished desire was fulfilled 

and he  was ordained a presbyter of the Church of Pakistan and appointed Vicar of St. 

Andrew’s Church in Lahore in the Diocese of Lahore. The Communicators’ Fellowship, 

founded in 1978, was the seed plot for several of his books and articles. As an educationalist, 

writer and churchman Dr. Khair Ullah made a unique contribution particularly in Pakistan. 

He left Pakistan with his wife Ethel, to join their daughter Shirin and her family in Toronto, 

Canada in 1994, where he continued writing. He died in 1997. 
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